
Monkey Puzzle Class (Year 1 and 2) – 2025-2026 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2   Summer 1  Summer 2  

Topic Toys The Three Queens Earl Fitzwilliam – Elsecar, local area  

Topic 
Elements 
History 

• Relating time periods to family members.  

• Compare toys – which is older? Look for clues?  

• As we go back in time, people generally had less disposable money so 

fewer toys.  

• Look at decades (1950s, 60s, 70, …)  

• What materials were used to create the toys?  

• Why did the materials change?  

Use sources – check reliability of sources and eye witness accounts.  

When Queen Elizabeth I, Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II were queen.  

• Compare how education changed over the time periods – (not lots of 

detail about a Victorian school day as covered in KS2)  

• Comparing lives of rich and poor over the time periods – entertainment 
became more important during Victorian times – Shakespeare – 
Cbeebies A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  

Food during the time periods – look at the changes in photographs and paintings 
reflecting opinions of the time (fatter = more food = rich)  

• What is Wentworth Woodhouse like?  

• Find evidence of Earl Fitzwilliam in the local area  (street names)    
• Is Wentworth Woodhouse the grandest house in the country?  
• How did he make his money?  

• (Elsecar heritage trip, loan box from Barnsley Museums, local walks to 

see houses street names etc).  

  

Topic 
Elements 
Geography 

The UK 
• Scotland: Edinburgh  

• Wales: Cardiff  

• Ireland: Belfast  

• UK Seas: North Sea, English Channel, Irish Sea, Atlantic Ocean.  

• Flowers, flags and animals  

• Traditional food   

• Draw a plan perspective of the classroom.  

• Describe the route to Milton Pond.  

7 Continents and 5 Oceans 
Aerial photographs and Maps 

• England: London  

• Where is the British Empire in the world?  

• Use basic geographical vocabulary; farm (link to science), vegetation, 

forest.  

• Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks:  

Buckingham Palace – link to queens in history  

• Continent: Australia  

• Ocean: Indian, Arctic, Southern Antarctic  

• Climate of the empire countries in relation to the equator.  

• Landmarks – match a photograph of a range of landmarks with its aerial 

perspective. 

Aerial photographs 
Create Maps 

Fieldwork and observational skills 
• Use simple compass directions NESW  

• Directional language – near, far, left, right  

• Use plan perspectives and aerial photographs to locate features of 

Elsecar and look for evidence of Earl Fitzwilliam in the local area eg place 

name.  

• Use aerial photographs of the local area to recognise human and 

physical features – find in real life.  

• Start to use and construct a basic Key for the features that they see on 

their route.  

• Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives of school to mark out 

human and physical features. Village: Elsecar  

• Aerial photographs finding: field, building, road.  

• Aerial photographs finding: farm (why are some fields different 

colours?), river, woodland. 

  
English 

Text 
Skills 

Narrative 
Diary extract  
Non-Fiction 
Instructions 

Poetry 
Calligrams 

Narrative 
Fairy Tales  

Non-Fiction 
Non-Chronological report  

 

Narrative 
Setting Description 

Non-Fiction 
First person recount  

Poetry 
Rhyming Couplets 

Spelling 
Units  

Y1 – Read and spell words containing the 40+ GPCs  
Y2- RWI Spelling book 2A  

Y1 - Read and spell words containing the 40+ GPCs  
Y2- RWI Spelling book 2A and 2B 

Y1 - Read and spell words containing the 40+ GPCs  
Y2- RWI Spelling book 2B 
 

Maths Y1  
Number and Place Value  
Addition and Subtraction 

Number and Place Value  
Addition and Subtraction 

Geometry,   Number Facts  

Number and Place Value  
Number Facts  

Time,  Position & Direction 

Maths Y2 
Number and Place Value  

Addition and Subtraction, Multiplication and Division  
Number Facts 

Addition and Subtraction, Multiplication and Division 
Geometry  

 

Money  
Fractions 

Time,  Position & Direction, Measures  

Science 
Year 1  

Everyday Materials 
 

Seasonal Changes 

Animals, including humans  
 

Seasonal Changes 

Plants 
 

Seasonal Changes 

Science 
Year 2 

Uses of Everyday Materials 

 

Animals, including humans & Healthy Eating Plants Living Things and their habitats 

RE  

Jesus as a friend and What did Jesus teach? 
Christianity- 

Concept – Incarnation 

Would celebrating Diwali at home and in the community bring a feeling of 
belonging to a Hindu child? 

Hinduism – 
Concept - Beliefs and Practices/Community and Belonging 

Does praying at regular intervals help a Muslim in their everyday life? 
Concept – Beliefs and Practices/Community and Belonging 

Art  
Colour splash 

Paint 
 Make your mark 

Drawing 
 Map it out 

Craft 
 

Design & 
Technology  

 Baby bears chair 
Structures 

 Make a moving monster 
Mechanical systems 

 Cooking and nutrition – smoothies 
Go to Community Kitchen? 



Monkey Puzzle Class (Year 1 and 2) – 2025-2026 

 

Music   

How Does Music Help Us to Understand Our Neighbours?  
Unit 4 Year 1  

Musical Spotlights Learning to listen  

What Songs Can We Sing to Help Us Through the Day?  
Unit 5 Year 1  

Musical Spotlights  
Having fun with improvisation  

How Does Music Teach Us About Looking After Our Planet?  
Unit 6 Year 1  

Musical Spotlights  
Let’s perform together  

Computing  
Digital Writing  Technology Around Us  Robot Algorithms  

E-Safety  

PSHCE  
One Life  

Self-Identity & Self-awareness  
Families  

Caring Friendships  
Healthy Eating 

Response System  
Body image  
Boundaries  

Consent  
Privacy 

Bouncing Back  
Forgiveness  

Bouncing back in friendships  
Self-care 

Self-compassion  
Compassion for others  

Stereotypes  
Emergency response 

Power of Now  
Respectful relationships  

Online relationships  
Cyberbullying 

Balancing doing and being  
Personal Safety  
Physical Fitness  

Health and Prevention 

PE  
Multi Skills  

Dance  
Multi Skills – Co-ordination Invasion 

games- Football  
Handball  

Invasion games - Hockey  
Gymnastics  

Invasion games – Tag rugby  
Multi skills- co-ordination Cricket  Team building Athletics  


