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Friday 5% September 2025

Dear Parents / Carers,

Last year we ended on such a high note with an incredible two days of looking after each other and there was such a ‘buzz’
around school even though we say goodbye some incredible people: our wonderful year 6s, Joseph in class 1 and Jo Barraclough
in Class 3. They will all be sadly missed. Luckily, we have two amazing staff members joining us in their place; Katie Dobson (who
returns to us) and now working in Rose class and Mark Adams who is working in Laurel class.

We had such a phenomenal year last year with our school community and we achieved incredible things:

- Winning Barnsley School of the Year all thanks to a parent nomination.

- Numerous excellent community events ran by the PTA and Mr Gale — especially the colour run which was a huge success
(and | am sure will be revisited @)

- The continuation of the Inclusion and Centre of Excellence Award and now being recognised as a Flagship school (the
gold award) due to the expertise, passion and commitment shown across the school community

- Incredible results across the school for end for year attainment in EYFS, phonics, MTC and SATS.

The new year has started with the same buzz. There is so much joy and excitement for what the new year will bring and the
children have been absolutely phenomenal this week. We all couldn’t be prouder of every single one of them. As the new year
starts a fresh with best intentions and best starts so, please can | kindly remind all parents of the school expectations so we make

this year even better TOGETHER ©)

School Uniform Reminder
We are really proud of our school uniform. It helps us feel part of a team and shows that we belong. Wearing the correct uniform

gets children ready for high school and the world of work, where uniform or dress codes are often expected. Uniform is part of
our school rules. We understand there may be special reasons for some changes, but in general, children are expected to wear
the correct uniform every day. PE kits are also part of this. We recommend that children bring their PE kit in a bag on Monday
and take it home on Friday to be washed. This means they always have it ready—for PE lessons and for after-school clubs too.

Optional
or Branding How to acquire

required

Bottle green sweatshirt o *Branded sweatshirt and cardigan available from school
. Branding is . . . .
or bottle green Required optional supplier. Plain sweatshirts or cardigan can be bought from
cardigan P regular high street retailers.
. . L *Branded item available from school supplier. Plain polo
White shirt or polo . Branding is . . . pp P
. Required . shirts and shirts available from regular high street

shirt optional

retailers.

No branding and

. . *Available from school supplier, second hand from school
Required | on an appropriate

office and available from regular high street retailers.

Grey / black trousers,
skirt or dress

length
Sensible black shoes . Available from regular high street retailers. Crocs are not
Required . .
school uniform and are unsafe footwear in school.
White round neck t- Avallablt.e from regular high street retailers and should be
. appropriate for school
shirt, dark No branding or
grey/navy/black Required &

patterns As PE days vary each week, we would always suggest
bringing it in on Monday and taking it home to wash on a
Friday as then they are always available for the children.

tracksuit, jogging
trousers or leggings
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and dark sweatshirt for
outdoor PE

Available from school supplier Vortex Schoolwear.

School book bag Optional | School logo Any other bag for school is also acceptable

After School Clubs

We are very lucky to have lots of staff who give their time to run after-school clubs for our pupils. These clubs are a great
chance for children to try new things, have fun, and spend time with their friends. If your child signs up for a club, please make
sure they attend each week. Many children want to join, but we only have a set number of spaces. If a child doesn’t turn up,
someone else misses out. Please remember: after-school clubs are for fun and learning—not childcare. It’s important that your
child enjoys the club. If they tell you they no longer like the club, please let the school office know so we can give their place to
another child. If a child misbehaves more than once in a club, they may not be allowed to attend that club for the rest of the
half term.

Collection Time

All clubs finish at 4.30pm, and children should be collected on time. Please be aware that the school office is not staffed
between 4.00—4.30pm, so the doorbell may not be heard. Staff may also be unable to leave the club to answer the door. If
your child needs to leave earlier than 4.30pm, for another reason (such as an appointment), they should be picked up at
3.30pm, at the end of the school day—not in between. If you have given your child permission to walk home at the end of
school day, as they are in KS2, it will be presumed that they will be able to walk home unsupervised at the end of an after-
school club. Of course, you may collect your children if you so choose to.

Changes to Collection or Walking Home

For safety reasons and as safeguarding is our priority, we cannot accept messages from pupils about changes to who is picking
them up or if they are allowed to walk home. If something changes, please contact the school office directly.

Absence from School in Term Time

Attendance is vital for a child’s success and attendance in school is mandatory. https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-
absence

We understand that sometimes families may need to take their children out of school. Every request is looked at on its own,
and we always try to be fair. Please be aware that the DfE states that ‘a holiday is generally not considered an exceptional
circumstance. You cannot usually take your child away during term time’. Some parents think that if they do not fill in the leave
of absence form, they cannot be fined. This is not true. A fine may still be given whether the form is completed or not. The
form is not what causes a fine—it is just a way for you to explain why you are asking for time off. The leave of absence form
helps us understand your reasons and whether they are exceptional. The Government says that holidays in term time are not
usually allowed and are not seen as an exceptional reason. After you hand in the form, you may get a call or be asked to meet
with me or Mrs Drayton. This is just so we can speak with you and make sure we fully understand your request before we
make a decision.

We are really looking forward to the year ahead and all the exciting learning, growth, and achievements it will bring. Thank you
for your continued support—you play such an important part in your child’s journey.

Together, we can make this year a happy, successful one for every child. Let’s make it a great start and an even greater year!

Yours sincerely,
Ms J.Clarke

Headteacher
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